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concentrate on auctioneering, he went to the 
Reppert School of Auctioneering at Decatur, 
Indiana, from which he was graduated on 
December 22, 1945, 

Mr. Adrian’s career really began when, as 
a boy, he went to work for his father on the 
farm in Coles County. He was first in the 
‘restaurant business at 15 Wabash Avenue, 
Mattoon, but gave up this enterprise. In 
1941, he reentered the field and established 
the popular eating institution known today as 
the Adrian Cape Cod Restaurant which he 
sold in September, 1947. In World War ll, 
he served for a year with the armed forces 
and then returned to build up his business 
interests. The Adrian Cape Cod Restaurant 
has achieved much of its popularity through 
its excellent drive-in facilities and curb serv- 
ice. Mr. Adrian has been active as an auc- 
tioneer since 1941, but especially so since he 
completed the auctioneering course at Deca- 
tur in 1945. This activity takes most of his 
time these days, with others looking after his 
other business interests. He and Sam Ball of 
Mattoon organized Adrian-Ball Motors, the 
Willys-Overland dealers for Coles County, in 
1945. Their plant is located at 1213 North 
Eleventh Street, Mattoon. 

On July 28, 1940, Mr. Adrian married Irma 
B. Haage of Hammond, Indiana, and on June 
25, 1941, a daughter, Gerry L. Adrian, was 
born to them. Their home is at 2304 Prairie 
Avenue, Mattoon, and they worship in the 
First Presbyterian Church of Mattoon. 

Mr. Adrian is active in the Republican Par- 
ty and the Illinois State Auctioneers Associa- 
tion. Through his various business, civic and 
social interests he is helping stimulate the 
growth, progress and prosperity of his entire 
region. 


VAL STOTLAR 


In the automobile industry since the period 
preceding World War I, Val Stotlar of Du- 
Quoin has had the Dodge franchise in that 
city for more than three decades and has been 
associated with both the original Dodge Broth- 
ers and the Chrysler Corporations. He is 
president of Val Stotlar, Inc., the Dodge deal- 
er in DuQuoin, and is also financially inter- 
ested in The Stotlar Motors, Inc., Dodge and 
Plymouth dealers at Benton, and the Stotlar- 
Allen Motor Company, Dodge dealers at West 
Frankfort. His civic activities are legion and 
he is known in DuQuoin as a skillful bowler. 

Val Stotlar was born in Herrin, Williamson 
County, on November 12, 1894, the son of 
James L. and Alice (Cox) Stotlar. His father, 
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a native of Pennsylvania, was for many years 
a farmer in Williamson County. His mother 
was born in Illinois. Val Stotlar was born 
seventh among nine children. The others in- 
cluded Maude; Fred and Harry, both of whom 
are deceased; Leon, Lelle, Kent, Bob and 
Inez Stotlar. 


Mr. Stotlar attended the elementary and 
high schools of Herrin, graduating from high 
school, where he played baseball and basket- 
ball, in 1912. He completed his education at 
Brown’s Business College at Marion, in the 
same county. He then went to work for the 
Egyptian Powder Company, with which he rv- 
mained three years, with the responsibilities of 
office manager, bookkeeper and payroll clerk. 
Eager to enter the developing automobile bus- 
iness, he went to Detroit from the Egyptian 
Powder Company and took the four-months’ 
training course offered to prospective sales- 
men by Dodge Brothers. Soon afterward, the 
United States declared war on the Central 
Powers in Europe and Mr. Stotlar went into 
the Army. His training course came in handy 
to the nation’s World War I war effort, and 
he was assigned to the motor corps as a sup- 
ply clerk and parts man, and this work he 
performed for the Army until his honorable 
discharge in 1919. He then returned to his 
native Southern Illinois and in the same year 
established Val Stotlar, Inc., the Dodge agen- 
ey of which he is still president, and he is 
still operating on the franchise he obtained 
after completing his course in 1917. With the 
Dodge cars he handles is paired the Plymouth. 
His DuQuoin establishment is modern and 
operating with complete shop equipment. The 
business has grown from the tin shed with 
dirt floor—a converted livery stable—into its 
present un-to-date quarters with a tremendous 
volume of sales. Mr. Stotlar is secretary and 
treasurer of the Dodge-Plymouth agency at 
Benton, Stotlar Motors, Inc., and a large 
stockholder in the Stotlar-Allen Motor Com- 
pany, Dodge-Plymouth dealers at West Frank- 
fort. 

He married Pauline Wiehm, the daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. John Wiehm of DuQuoin, 
and both are active in the social, civic and 
cultural life of the community. Mr. Stotlar 
is former chairman of the Elks Cuntry Club 
and, bowling being his favorite sport and 
greatest recreational skill, he is president of 
the DuQuoin City Bowling League. He is ac- 
tive in the Illinois Automobile Dealers Asso- 
ciation, the National Automobile Dealers As- 
sociation, the DuQuoin Lodge of the Benevo- 
lent and Protective Order of Elks and in Re- 
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pusiness man. Dr. Morrow received his prim- 

ary education in the grade sohool at Benham, 

Indiana, and High School at Batesville, Indi- 

ana. He then attended Marion Normal College 

at Marion, Indiana. He entered the Kentucky 

School of Medicine in 1903, at Louisville, Ken- 

tucky, where he remained two years and then 

transferred to the University of Illinois Col- 

lege of Medicine ‘at Chicago, from which he 

received the degree of Doctor of Medicine in 

1908. From June 1, 1908 until December, 

1950, Dr. Morrow was active in Illinois’ state 

hospitals, rising from intern to physician, to 

Assistant Superintendent and finally to the 

position of Superintendent of the system. June 
1, 1908, marked the beginning of his intern- 
ship at Elgin State Hospital. From June, 1909, 
to May, 1916, Dr. Morrow served the staff of 
the Anna State Hospital, at Anna, Tilinois, in 
the capacity of assistant physician, physician 
and Assistant Superintendent. In May, 1916, 
he became associated with the Kankakee 
State Hospital, where he remained until 
March, 1922, when he was transferred to the 
East Moline State Hospital where he remained 
until September, 1927, when he returned to 
the Kankakee State Hospital, in the rank of 
‘Assistant Superintendent. In April, 19387, he 
was promoted to the position of Superintend- 
ent of that institution, which post he held with 
an ever increasing reputation as alienist and 
sstitutional administrator, until by state law 
he was compelled to retire from his position in 
1950. Because he had devoted his life in the 
interest of the mentally ill, Dr. Morrow, ac- 
customed to activity, then accepted the post 
of Assistant Superintendent of Logansport 
State Hospital, Logansport, Indiana. He was 
then approaching his seventieth birthday. 

In October, 1915, Dr. Morrow was married 
to Ruth Elizabeth Carter, who was born in 
Anna, September 27, 1892. To this union, 
two sons were born, the first, Dean Weston, 
died in infancy; the other, George William 
Morrow, Jr., born November 18, 1925, was a 
ical student of the University of Illinois in 
1950. 

To Dr. Morrow is credited the great growth 
of the Kankakee State Hospital, which at the 
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time of his retirement had a staff of fifteen | 


medical men, thirteen consultants and twenty- 
eight nurses. As it so happens, the institution, 
the fourth state hospital erected in Tilinois, 
opened its doors two years pefore. Dr. Mor- 
row’s birth, the cornerstone having been laid 
in 1878. In 1950, the institutional population 
was 4300 and under Dr. Morrow, an extensive 
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pbuilding program has been carried out, which 
includes a modern 150-bed surgical and med- 
ical hospital, a new 72-bed Veterans’ ward, 
fire station, power and heating unit, staff 
room and new X-rays, chemical and bacteri- 
ological laboratories. Dr. Morrow is a member 
of the Kankakee County and Illinois State 
Medical Societies, the American Medical As- 
sociation, the American Psychiatric Associa- 
tion, and holds a certificate in psychiatry 
from the American Board of Neurology and 
Psychiatry. He is also a member of the IIli- 
nois Mental Hygiene Society and the Mlli- 
nois Psychiatric Society. He js a Methodist 
and a Mason, and besides medicine his favor- 
jte activity is fishing. He became a beloved 
figure in Illinois institutions, and has achieved 
national reputation as an institutional direc- 
tor and alienist. 


GEORGE WOODRUFF ALLEN 


At the age of twenty-six George Woodruff 
Allen of Du Quoin was a district superintend- 
ent of the Metropolitan Life Insurance Com- 
pany of New York, such was his meteoric rise 
in the business world. Today he is the head of 
a large general insurance agency which he 
founded in 1922, a director and secretary- 
treasurer of the Du Quoin Home Loan Asso- 
ciation and president of Sunset Memorial 
Park, Inc. of Du Quoin. He is, in addition, a 
civic leader of the community, one active in 
board of education and religious work and in 
all the major civic organizations. 

Mr. Allen was born at Gardner, Johnson 
County, Kansas, on December 11, 1891. His 
parents were Henry T. and Laura Belle (Cor- 
nelius) Allen. His father, a corn and wheat 
farmer, was a native of Ohio; his mother was 
one of the “Pennsylvania Dutch.” Mr. Allen’s 
paternal grandfather, John Allen, was the 
progenitor of the family in America. Born in 
Chesterfield, England, on April 15, 1811, he 
came to the New World at an early age, set- 
tling in Poland, Ohio where he established the 
first iron foundry. His wife was Mary (Wood- 
ruff) Allen, born at Calow, England on De- 
cember 22, 1811. 

George Woodruff Allen began his education 
in the public schools of his native county in 
Kansas. Later he went to high school at Ma- 
kanda, in Jackson County, Illinois, graduating 
jn 1911. In the school year 1911-1912 he was 
a student at what is now called Southern Il- 
linois University in Carbondale When he left 
the university, he returned to Makanda, where 
for the next two years he worked in a general 
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store. Afterward he spent a year as a travel- 
ing salesman for a grocery firm, his territory 
being southern Illinois. In December 1916 
Mr, Allen became agent for the Metropolitan 
Life Insurance Company at Christopher, in 
Franklin County. A year and one-half later, 
when he was twenty-six, he was made super- 
intendent of the district with headquarters at 
Du Quoin. In 1922 he established his own in- 
surance and real estate agency in Du Quoin 
and has since become one of the better known 
men in this field in Southern Illinois. In 1923 
he helped organize the Du Quoin Home Loan 
Association and since that time has been on its 
board of directors, serving as secretary-treas- 
urer since 1926. In 1938 he and his son, 
Woodruff Eugene Allen founded Sunset Me- 
morial Park at Du Quoin and he has been 
president of the corporation operating the 
park since that time. 

Mr. Allen’s wife is the former Connie L. 
Hiller, the daughter of Rev. George W. and 
Mary Ellen Hiller of Carbondale. They were 
married on June 5, 1913 in that city. Besides 
the son who is his partner, Mr. and Mrs. Allen 
have two daughters—Mrs. Ray Arganbright. 
and Mrs. Dwight Croessman. The family wor- 
ships in the First Christian Church of Du 
Quoin. Mr. Allen served as secretary and 
treasurer of the church from 1922 to 1948. 
He also served on the building committee 
during the erection of the new church, one of 
southern Illinois’ most beautiful houses of 
worship. For twelve years he was a member 
of the elementary school board of the city. He 
has served as secretary of the Du Quoin 
Chamber of Commerce and also has member- 
ship in the Du Quoin Lodges of the Benevo- 
lent and Protective Order of Elks, the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows and the Ancient 
Free and Accepted Masons and is a Shriner. He 
was a charter member of the Du Quoin Rotary 
Club and sponsored the organization of the 
Club at Christopher. In politics Mr. Alien is a 
Republican. The development of Sunset Mem- 
orial Park is one of his hobbies. Other hob- 
bies include the growing of flowers and shrubs 
and collecting antique furniture. Also, he 
likes fishing. A man of extraordinary ability, 
Mr. Allen has served his community to the ut- 
most of that ability. 


EDMOND JEWELL AVIS 


Once in the mining and contracting busi- 
ness, through which he made a tremendous 
contribution to the development of the min- 
ing industry in Illinois and in Indiana and 
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Kentucky, Edmond Jewell Avis of } 
today a leading figure in the dairy 
of Southern Illinois. He is founder and 
eral manager of the Marion City Dairy. He 
especially well known for his work with the 
Red Cross in Williamson County, especially 
under flood conditions, and for his activities 
in the Methodist Church. 

Born on a farm near Collinsville, Madison 
County, on December 5, 1877, Mr. Av 
son of Edmond J. and Sarah (Fai 
Avis. A native of Fort Wayne, Indiz 
first Edmond J. Avis was a prominent ! 
in Madison County. He was a leading 
lican and Methodist churchman and 
for years as a Township Commissioner. 
Avis was born in North Carolina. Edmond 
Avis the dairyman went to St. Clair County 
Schools near Lebanon. He worked ona farm in 
Franklin County until he was twenty-five and 
then entered the coal mines near Benton. At 
the same time he became associated with a 
contractor there. Later, he went into the cc 
tracting business for himself, with headqu 
ters at Benton and West Frankfort, and 
1905 to 1922 he was president of the Junes 
and Avis Construction Company, which sank 
coal mines in Indiana and Kentucky. In 1922 
he went into the dairy business at West Frank- 
fort, calling his firm the West Frankfort Pure 
Milk Compzny. Five years later he moved to 
Marion, where he established the Marion City 
Dairy, of which he is now general manoger. 
The company has a wide trading area and em- 
ploys eleven persons. It has a modern ice 
cream plant. It is one of the up-to-date dairy 
firms of Southern Illinois. 

Mr. Avis’ first wife was the former Delci 
Moore and by her he had one child, Laverne. 
now in business at Herrin. Some time after 
her death he married Grace Simmons. The 
following children were born to this marriage: 
Eloise; Thelma; Dorothy; Carl E., who was a 
First Lieutenant in the United States Army 
in World War II and who was killed in action; 
Bernadean; and Kenneth E., who is associated 
with his father in the dairy business. 

Mr. Avis, in his service to the community. 
has participated in many civic programs. He 
was a member of the Marion High School 
Board for six years and for seven years 
served as chairman of the Williamson Coun- 
ty Chapter, American Red Cross. He was one 
of those who led rescue and salvage opera- 
tions in the Ohio River flood of 1937. A mem- 
ber of the board of stewards of the First 
Methodist Church of Marion, he has headed 
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Lawyers of Chicago. He worships in the 
Trinity Episcopal Church, Mattoon, and gar- 
dening and golf are his favorite relaxations. 
He resides at 300 Wabash Avenue, Mattoon. 
In his service to the community, Mr. Van 
Meter continues traditions established by his 
forebears, the Van Meters and the Craigs. 


OLIVER C. JOSEPH 


It was as late as 1903 that the first trans- 
continental automobile trip was made. Only 
eleven years later Oliver C. Joseph, who had 
been an educator, went into the automobile 
business. Having begun with Dodge Brothers 
automobiles, he is today the oldest Dodge 
Brothers dealer in point of service in the 
state of Illinois, with offices, salesrooms and 
service shops in Belleville, the county seat. He 
is also vice-president of the Saint Clair Na- 
tional Bank of Belleville, and is a leader in 
civic, fraternal and welfare activities. A per- 
suasive public speaker, Mr. Joseph is in con- 
stant demand at luncheons, banquets and oth- 
er sessions. 

Born in Saint Clair County in 1890, Mr. 
Joseph is the son of Frank and Elizabeth 
(Voison) Joseph, both also natives of that 
county. His father was a farmer. Mr. Joseph 
was an outstanding athlete in his school days. 
He began his education in the rural schools of 
Saint Clair County and was graduated from 
the O’Fallon High School in 1909. He was a 
letterman at high school and set a record for 
the 220-yard dash, a record which stands to- 
day. He majored in science at McKendree Col- 
lege, Lebanon, and studied biology and public 
speaking at the University of Illinois, Urbana, 
For six years he was an educator, four of 
them principal in the schools at Summerfield. 
a village in Saint Clair County. In 1914 he 
resigned that position to secure the franchise 
for Dodge Brothers automobiles in Belleville 
and he has been operating as head of Oliver 
C. Joseph, Inc., ever since. 

In 1914, also, Mr. Joseph married Irma M. 
Seger, a native of Saint Clair County and 
daughter of Fred and Mary Seger. Three 
children were born to the marriage—Oliver 
Dee Joseph, Elmo Louis Joseph and Mrs Nor- 
ma Brown, the latter the mother of Stephen 
Brown, who spends his summers with his 
grandparents in O’Fallon. The younger Oli- 
ver Dee Joseph is a talented and renowned 
musician, a flutist. Four times he has won the 
Gold Medal in the Illinois State Sectional 
Music Contest. In the United States Merchant 
Marine in World War II, he now aids his 


father in the automobile business and con- 
ducts a manufacturing business of his ow; 
Elmo L. Joseph, who is a graduate of Wash- 
ington University in St. Louis, was an aide to 
General Rutledge in the Italian Campaign in 
World War II and is now associated with the 
Chrysler Corporation. The family worships 
in the St. Paul Evangelical Reformed Church 
of Belleville,. 

Not only as Dodge dealer and officer of the 
Saint Clair National Bank, but as civie ami 
social leader has Mr. Joseph made a cor 
tribution to Belleville and Saint C! 
County. He is past president of the Bel: 
Chamber of Commerce, having held that of 
fice three terms, and is a director of the H- 
linois State Chamber of Commerce. Active in 
the Masonic fraternity, in which he holds the 
thirty-second degree, he is a well known 
Shriner and a life member of the Shriner's 
Hospita! for Crippled Children. Also, he is a 
member of the Optimist Club of Belleville, 
the Turkey Hill Grange and various sports 
clubs. His recreation is found in hunting and 
fishing. He has hunted big game—elk, moose, 
deer, mountain sheep and goats, and black : 
grizzly bears in the United States and Can 
ada, and has many trophies to mark his suc- 
cess. As a public speaker making frequent ap 
pearances, night and day, he is serving in yet 
another way. In 1950 Mr. Joseph was fifty- 
nine years old. Yet he still works six days a 
week, ten hours a day, giving three nights a 
week to civic and social groups. His motto is 
work and he concurs in that great saying, 
“There is no substitute for hard work plus 
enthusiasm.” Work has made him a figure of 
eminence in Western Illinois. 


HON. WILLIAM WYMAN LYNN 


An entire corner of Sparta, Randolph Coun- 
ty, is occupied by a business which William 
Wyman Lynn has developed to great propor- 
tions and tremendous prestige from small be- 
ginnings. This is Lynn Furniture, Ine., of 
which Mr. Lynn is president and genera] man- 
ager. Mr. Lynn is also financially interested 
in the First Federal Savings and Loan A’ 
ciation of Sparta and is a foremost citizen 
of the community, being active in all major 
civic enterprises and having served as Mayor 
for four years. 

Mr. Lynn was born on a farm in Randolph 
County on October 27, 1882. He is the oldest 
of the seven children of Robert R. and Sarah 
Jane (Houston) Lynn. His father was also 
born in Randolph County and was the son 
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of William Lynn, a native of England, who 
lived in New York State until he moved to 
Randolph County and settled on eighty acres 
of land, where he died of tuberculosis at the 
age of forty-five. Robert Lynn, a farmer, 
was active in the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church. Sarah Jane Lynn, another who was 
born in Randolph County, was the daughter 
of a man who came to the county from 
Treland. 

William Wyman Lynn was educated in rural 
schools in Randolph County and at the Sparta 
High School, where he spent two years. At 
the age of twenty-one he left the family 
farm to enter the employ of the Illinois 
Southern Railroad. He helped dig the foun- 
dation for the railroad’s shops in Sparta, and 
afterward worked in the shops, receiving iif- 
teen cents an hour. Later, he worked as a 
catpenter in the railroad’s car shops, and 
this job he held for eight years. Finally, 
he operated the woodworking mill, making 
timbers to repair the cars. When he left the 
line, he spent two years as assistant post- 
master of Sparta and then returned once 
more to railroading, this time making pat- 
terns and molding old brass into engine parts. 
In May, 1912, Mr. Lynn and his brother Al- 
bert formed a partnership and bought out 
Taylor Brothers Furniture Store in Sparta 
and this, together with an undertaking busi- 
ness, they operated until 1938. At the dis- 
solution of the partnership in that year, Al- 
bert Lynn took over the undertaking parlor, 
while William Lynn took the furniture end 
of the business and developed it into the 
great enterprise known today as Lynn Fur- 
niture, Inc. Modern in every respect, the 
business carries a full line of furniture, floor 
coverings, appliances and television sets. Mr. 
Lynn serves also on the board of the First 
Federal Savings and Loan of Sparta. 

On September 27,1905, he married Bertha 
Taylor, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. S. S. 
Taylor. Mrs. Lynn’s father was a noted 
auctioneer in Southern Illinois. He was a 
native of Sparta. Mrs: Lynn is active in the 
Daughters of the American Revolution, and 
in the women’s organizations of the Presby- 
terian Church. Mr. and Mrs. Lynn have two 
children—Euneva Taylor Lynn Goodall, moth- 
er of Arthur L. Goodall; and Lucille Lynn 
Pirtle, the mother of Lynn, Konnie and Car- 
roll Pirtle. Mrs. Pirtle’s husband, K. R. Pir- 
tle, is associated with Mr. Lynn in business. 

Mr. Lynn has been an elder in the Presby- 
terian Church since 1929 and is also a trustee 
and a member of the pastoral committee. For 
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eleven years he taught a class of young mar- 
ried people in the church’s Sunday School. He 
has been on the board of the Randolph Coun- 
ty Fair Association since 1929 and is a char- 
ter member and past president of the Rotary 
Club. He is prominent in Masonry, being a 
Noble of the Shrine at East St. Louis. He 
has been through the chairs in the Knights of 
Pythias) On the Sparta school board for six 
years, he served as Sparta’s Mayor from 1929 
to 1938. He ranks high among those who 
have done most to promote the development 
of Sparta and Randolph County. 


THEODORE DENNIS PARKHILL 


Theodore Dennis Parkhill of Champaign 
heads a family consisting of four sons and 
four daughters, with respective huskands and 
wives, and in 1949 of twelve grandchildren— 
all of whom for a period of years ranging, 
according to age, from perhaps six decades 
to a few years have worked in concert toward 
the end that not only the family fortunes 
might grow but that the public be served 
to the utmost of their ability. From farm- 
ing Theodore D. Parkhill has led his family 
into intercity and national transportation, 
ranching, gravel supply, and automobile and 
truck sales and service. The businesses, in 
most instances, have their headquarters in 
Champaign, but one enterprise, the Parkhill 
Montana Ranches, Inc., is located, as its name 
suggests, in Montana. Like Mr. Parkhill, the 
sons are more active in the businesses than 
the women, but all the family, old enough, 
contributes to the operations in one way or an- 
other. All are active in civic affairs and all 
are popular citizens of Champaign County. 

The head of this family, Theodore Dennis 
Parkhill, was born at Shiloh Hill, Illinois, on 
December 14, 1871, the son of John and 
Eliza Jane (Rogers) Parkhill. His father, a 
native of famed Londonderry County, Ire- 
land, and the father of ten sons, was a 
farmer. The mother, born at Shiloh Hill, was 
the daughter of James Berry and Ereminty 
Rogers. 

Theodore D. Parkhill was reared on the 
family farm at Shiloh Hill. There he went 
to grade school. Later he spent a year at 
Ewing College in Frankiln County. From 
farming Mr. Parkhill first went into the liv- 
ery business. Then he was in the hotel bus- 
jiness and for a while he also operated a 
meat market. Subsequently, he returned to 
farming, and he has never really left it since 
that time. There followed, in swift or some- 
times slow succession, the implement busi- 
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basketball. He organized his own independ- 
ent basketball team which has never been de- 
feated in the city basketball league since its 
organization. His team gained recognition 
throughout the state and midwest. He went 
to the finals in the State Tournament at 
Bloomington, the Commercial Solvents at 
Terre Haute, Indiana, and the Sullivan In- 
vitational at Sullivan, Illinois. 

Mr. Gaines resides with his family at 2405 
Moultrie Avenue, Matton. He has two broth- 
ers, Harry E. Gaines, athletic director of the 
Mattoon Senior High School, and Kenneth 
W- Gaines; and two sisters, Frances Fern 
Gaines and Opal Madaline Gaines. He is 
known for his good physical condition, his 
amiable disposition and friendly nature. He 
is described, too, as one of the great builders 
of the future Mattoon. 


CHARLES WESLEY HALL, JR. 


The tall stalwart figure of Charles Wesley 
Hail, Jr., of DuQuoin is a familiar one 
throughout the Greater Egyptian area. In that 
section Mr. Hall is known for his leadership 
in the automobile business and in agriculture, 
He is also noted for devotion to civic and wel- 
fare work and to organizations dedicated te 
community and regional development. 

Born in Mount Vernon on January 14, 
1912, Mr. Hall is the son of Charles Wesley 
and Alice (Allen) Hall. His father, a physi- 
cian and surgeon, who was born in Hamilton 
County, was the son of John Carroll Hall, a 
lawyer and Republican leader of that county 
and the grandson of Hiram W. Hall, whe 
served in the Union Army in the Civil War 
with the rank of Colonel. Dr. C. W. Hall, Sr. 
was a Major in the United States Army 
Medical Corps in World War I. He was later 
active in the American Legion and in medical 
organizations and community affairs. Alice 
Allen Hall, born in Jefferson County on 
Marck 15, 1888, died on December 27, 1932. 
She was the daughter of John R. Allen, a 
member of a pioneer family of Jefferson 
County. C. W. Hall, Jr., had one brother, two 
years his senior. Born in 1910, the brother, 
John Allen Hall, died in 1930. Mr. Hall is a 
grand-nephew of Dr. Andy Hall, of Mount 
Vernon, Illinois, who was selected as the na- 
tion’s outstanding physician in 1949. 

C. W. Hall, Jr., went to the public schools 
of Mount Vernon. He graduated from the 
Mount Vernon High School in 1930, then at- 
tended the University of Arizona, Tucson, 
and the St. Louis University. In 1934 and 
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1935 Mr. Hall worked for the Davidson Bak- 
ery in Mount Vernon. Then he joined the Gen- 
eral Motors Company’s insurance division 
staff, working cut of the St. Louis office as 
an automobile insurance adjuster, with head- 
quarters in Carbondale. In 1940 Mr. Hal} 
bought the Chevrolet agency in DuQuoin and 
since then has operated as the Hall Chevrolet 
Company, of which he is sole owner. He em- 
ploys seventeen persons and has full shop 
facilities. He has become one of the best 
known automobile dealers in Perry County. 

On October 31, 1936, Mr. Hall married Vir- 
ginia Capps, the daughter of Paul and Ber- 
nice (Begemann) Capps, and they are the 
parents of five children—Alice, born on Au- 
gust 16, 1938; Charles W., III, born-on Sep- 
tember 14, 1942; Susan, born on October 28, 
1943; Nancy, born on October 17, 1944, and 
Allen Capps, born on July 24, 1946. The Halls 
worship in the Methodist Church, in which 
Mrs. Hall is quite active. 

Mr. Hall is a former vice-president of the 
DuQuoin Chamber of Commerce, and is also 
active in the Illinois State Chamber of Com- 
merce, the DuQuoin Lodge of the Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks, the Greater 
Egyptian Association, the National Automo- 
bile Dealers Association and the Illinois Au- 
tomobile Dealers Association. He is a Repub- 
lican and golf is his favorite game. The owner 
of five hundred acres in Jefferson and Ham- 
ilton Counties, he is counted among the pros. 
perous farmers. He further serves his fellow 
citizens through work with the American Red 
Cross. In World War II, he was active in War 
Bond drives. He is a figure of respect and ad- 
miration in downstate Illinois. 


RALPH W. GOTHARD 


An industrialist noted equally in the ex- 
port and domestic trade, Ralph W. Gothard 
is the founder and president of the Gothard 
Manufacturing Company of Springzvield, 
whose new and modern plant is one of the 
show pieces of industrial Springfield. The 
firm manufactures dynamotors, converters 
and motor generator sets. Mr. Gothard is 
active in community and state organizations. 

He was born in Dundee, Illinois, on Au- 
gust 19, 1898, the son of William and Nellie 
(Nelson) Gothard, both also natives of this 
state. The father was a building contractor 
and farmer. Ralph Gothard received his early 
education in the elementary and high schools 
of Dundee and then attended the University 
of Illinois, from which he was graduated in 
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1921 with the degree of Bachelor of Arts. 
His first job after leaving college was with 
the Kroehler Furniture Company of Kanka- 
kee. He worked first in the Kankakee plant 
and then in the Chicago plant, and even- 
tually was transferred to the sales depart- 
ment. Resigning from the Kroehler company’s 
employ in 1930, Mr. Gothard went to New 
York, where he was a manufacturers’ repre- 
senative for several large concerns until 1938. 
In that year he returned to his native Illinois 
and founded the Gothard Manufacturing 
Company in Springfield. From a small-scale 
operation. Mr. Gothard has developed his 
business into one of the largest in its field, 
and he sells his equipment in all parts of 
the Unived States as well as in foreign coun- 
tries Export represents about twenty per 
cent of his business. Mr. Gothard built his 
present and most modern plant in 1945. In its 
18,000 square feet of floor space are em- 
ployed one hundred persons most of the year. 
The dynamotor manufactured by Mr. Gothard 
is a combination, as its name suggests, of a 
dynamo and motor. It is used to a large ex- 
tent in police patrol cars, in boats of various 
types and aircraft and all other mobile equip- 
ment needing more than the normal amount 
of electric current and more than can be 
supplied by the average battery. So extensive 
has this piece of equipment come to be used 
that its maker’s name has come to be known 
in many areas of the World. 

Mr. Gothard married Sue Bailey, who was 
born in Wisconsin in 1908, in Chicago on 
July 28, 1928. They.have one son, William 
A. Gothard, who was born at Chicago on 
May 20, 1929. The son was graduated from 
the University of Illinois, his father’s Alma 
Mater, in June, 1950, with the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts. 

Mr. Gothard’s membership affiliations are 
with the Springfield Lodge, Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks; the Liani Country 
Club of Springfield; the Chicago Athletic 
Club; the Sangamo Club; the Springfield 
Chamber of Commerce; the Illinois State 
Chamber of Commerce; and the Illinois Man- 
ufacturers Association. He gives consider- 
able leadership to industrial innovations and 
to community programs. 


HARVEY DAVID GREIDER 


There was a time in the life of Harvey 
David Greider when, as a result of consid- 
erable wandering, he arrived in Decatur with 
one nickel in his pocket. Within five years 
of that time, he was the owner of a hotel 








ELE TON).O°R 3, © Dr? 1-O.N 


and on his way to wealth and a position of 
great importance in the community. By the 
time of his death in 1942, he had become one 
of Illinois’ outstanding restaurant men, the 
owner and operator of the Decatur Restau- 
rant at 161 East Main Street and the Greider 
Cafeteria, at 259 North Main Street. 

Mr. Greider was born at Altamont on Feb- 
ruary 13, 1869, the son of Croft and Sara 
(Broom) Greider. Croft Greider is believed 
to have been born in Switzerland and to have 
migrated to Pennsylvania at a young age. 
After spending some time with the Pennsyl- 
vania Dutch settlements, he moved to Ken- 
tucky and then to Effingham County, Illinois. 
He operated a farm, which contained a small 
coal mine. Harvey Greider was educated in 
the country schools of Effingham County and 
in a Clinton business school. When he was 
twenty-one Mr. Greider left his father’s farm 
and went to Montana, where he worked on 
the railroads and in the mines. Finding noth- 
ing satisfactory, he returned through Minne- 
sota to Decatur about 1891, and it was then 
he found he was “worth only a_ nickel.” 
Through a friend he was given a job on a 
ranch near Decatur, but later he took work 
as a handyman at the Illinois Central Hote! 
at the Decatur depot. In 1896, after about 
five years as hotel handyman, Mr. Greider 
bought a hotel in Clinton. 

On April 29, that year, he married Mary 
Connelly, the daughter of Michael and Cath- 
erine Connelly, the ceremony having been 
performed at St. Patrick’s Rectory, Decatur. 
Mrs. Greider, who survives her husband, as- 
sisted him in his restaurants from 1897 to 
1913 on a part-time basis, generally as cashier. 
She bore him four children—1. Robert James 
Greider, who married Grace Rhea of Bloom- 
ington and is the father of Shirley Rhea and 
Mary Adele; 2. Lucile Katherine, who is now 
Mrs. James Walsh Kennedy of Miami, Florida 
and the mother of James Walsh Kennedy, Jr., 
and Harvey Greider Kennedy; 3. Harvey Da- 
vid Greider, Jr., who married Carolyn Kim- 
ball of Taylorville and is the father of Harvey 
David Greider, III, and John Kimball and 
Gretchen Ann Greider; and 4. Jack C. Greider, 
who married Rose Beretich of Chicago and is 
the father of Cecile Carolyn and Michael 
Anthony Greider. 

After his marriage Harvey Greider took 
his bride to his Clinton hotel, and there re- 
mained one year. When the hotel burned, he 
returned to Decatur, and began in the res- 
taurant business, later establishing branches 
in Bloomington and Springfield. About 1915 




















Loyd meee 


ee PRS 


ah 








Ena 











Ye mei 6 ine Mle=s of sen off uo base 
‘oH? 3H coiaicerdes. oft al pinadtogmi 2 
san ommend [pat of S1ET at tus 1 te & 
ey esq taRttsseeg gtibnataan “eivniliT te 
Guero sUtwasth ot Fe wde 
sonfer? od? bre tore alah 32: 
al ihe A 
au fro te A se asod seer ashiew? aM 
ate bow to Yo oe sta PET ME 
tereisd sf tabled tow ssbierd + 
srk 02 hae froiiestine Ai mod aaed aved of 
388 cower 9 Ja pinavizenast os betwraion 
eyanuel eds aitW emi? omen yilibneor 19thh 
-8648 oF bevor of ,nuruneiiien dat! siscay 
enki! ,gavad madyaitta. of aatt dae 
Hivest > henloties dele sosad a beretsyo Slt 
« botwake vew tohierO “ertah .saien leds 
haw yauoe) veadggitiG to sioudss eringas oft 
saw ot ped leores seoniend comti!d 9 
iptet sradeat aif tial ssblevs) <M ens 
mo booliow od ove samme of fiw bao 
oe gnihatt ste oft qt baa obweriint ofp 
eared. dyoo reise als tater giv 








a bee tanvoe 
Lok ta gape 










et 

































7 b 
teed aew # tra RAL tyote qwiese ot stop 
Shatsin is view AYiew-eew st hago st 
# uo dot 2 waving cow od bast a tgoowtT 
How Pout of total sent Apideowl aser sored 
fstoli tevtas) siosift] edi ts nasrrbwad a ee 
tuedy “edie 84 22 4oqub «eva oi) is 








Sele AM samzhnad tod 2a easy oil 
moiehy al iste 2 idgdod 
es bertiean xf amr teats SF firgd ad 
ey han teal lt Te widgaah afy cites? 
Aved gatekd yoogms wit .yfienan) sai 
spine A saitial 72 24 banrewewg 
a dondend yet vavivics ofw tobiew 20% 
$f aint nisetoatess sil of nik peteia 
ctsiiean ae ‘ciletorteg witad gtait-l2ng » to Siat 
somal sisdaH i-—-werblidy eet ote saa 
-meolt Yo sod vent telvrem sd sohiasD 
hee ool yoltidt Yo veda oi ah bre acter 
won a otw aciiited silout ebA, Take 
Shi0/F ie Vo <hannsa Mela qurnel, wkt 
th Ybonsed AlaW <vont te radeon add bon 
-e wera ara webinrO svi shew, 



































1th wet ") beltutes odw ,3t sbi bi 
eevyeh tei 644 si Pata GilessiveT da fad 
See Hetisia csi bow JF yi > forest 








Sopler® 3) pai. .& here probit) pod carotesis 
i heb eqacltS to dotiewd sz0f herrraur ode 
footstl® Daa nvlote,) fies") To wedset off 

saber waotiirl 
aed wehien? yovrsH spercsam eid 
ons -20d3 bre \lsto aosarl? «tft 6 
ot .bediud forod adi nofW 4Ra7 afe 7 Q 
201 od? «ft neeed bre taael 02 hon/wez 
gditortard gaidziidates setal seseinad teoemnt 
BIOL Hota Aivitgeizy? fas eotgainoolh at 











ts ,erisialnl 


ET Lae 





ame t) ‘wlatoutl ty soled oft # pour 
fire sav gysling sedves] a dot teeth 2h 
~“alwnd YW vagemod gone yoldeorsA oH! 
Meh) seine aft uP iii tektites 4 cont 
fee has jie? Bat i ofr wi tedd tue 
~rratjab gelet afi2 of betistanetd sayy gent 
“wna vali A ent stort 
watt nj ses frredied) 1 i sapiques 
ust ‘Siujslugan « saw at 4 i 
{ ftink surtoatee equal (eteveu tol a vit 
daniilt. ovate eit af heawirtes of tan to 
geizstastowek ivadind sdt bene? 
shese-llame 4 ara” . -plettaningS oni “nage d 
af beyclote: cad baailiod Tel 
-Pisik agi oi Jevyyel od! Yo ong cimt mdsiaud 
to <tey la aj Thamerips etd eHes of haw 
shun aghevot mi an ew aq estate bavials oni 











ulsatl whem 
















‘Heme 















eq Vinewi iveds airewenes troged #ehus 
sid Yd dredtfos. <M amcieed elf to tray 


wh al .SeEL 05 toafg mSbom ison Bra teeestg 
“8 Gis soeqe toOl fo tas? granny BOG BE 
aasy silt $0 errertg bevacid ane brxrelg 
SrsitoD «<M yd berwtontunazd aro} 6 »AT 
& 0) aheewmes doen efi en orenidmos 2 2 
-¢o apvol « 07 dene ei 7] 4otom bre omni 
dnottae be amied ni anes loiteq sniloq ai inst 
-qitps afidum sed He [ote fatoxte Dae esq 
wauoine leuten adi nedt som gaibseq inen 



















96 seo neds anon bre trettus sixigel Ye 


aiiaisi“a o8 ovreated ayerers ot rd batiqge 
hese wt y? amas Ieaingigps to seaiq atdt ast 
vor af ed earoo eed oman a tedant ati tad 
Dlr sit lé aavse ¥en 
ene sith “otis suk hetrtan adieu 2 
Oo gatzidD of Aust si iene oi iyi 
mali wee ano eredoredT « t 8s ylsd 
tia agaoht? {2 used caw ow trattoD .& 
fant fadetiety waw nos ndT Jer OS vat 
eid sbontili to venient 


























sie Atie .0GRT sunk gt cote 
2trh to “toe 

ste gnolieiftis qidawdnoen: s'bractot AK 
fore gesiivonsl Sahel Sisituniegs att die 





aetw) 1 sid -2419 to sobt avipssiort 
aA wget off jb)i 2 te Waid 
Rltgdne si jtelD onige efi ;dnlD 
eiKte sion] ofa deovseewe) Yo asderadD 
at. gioniit oft dae: ostmnnn) Je tdead > 


















rehenes carey sii Leto Ay nity 
eoopiecensl furtisahat of aiteminel aida 
ere gesy pineosrtos 97 





AGG IS} GIA YIVAAH 
Reve 26 abi aif w ait = sew erst 
-bitnes Yo Sipevt a ae couse eobiesD) bival 
Ape syed a fy te af qnivsbatw deere 
eta0g av nih fesseg sic ci ledain sac 
hated 2-30 como 343 28% 24 ont Jad? te 








“WorTriagd 2 aw faa 


- 


9 


OE 0 ee 


i 





| 
‘ 
; 
i 
{ 
} 


~n 


ee 


























eh bai a tamara ce. 


in that office ever since. Also since 1936 he 
has been a member of the board of directors 
of the Illinois Guarantee Savings and Loan 
Association of Effingham. Continuing his 
leadership in civic affairs, Mr. Danks has 
served as president of the Rotary Club of Ef- 
fingham and has been master of Edgewood 
Lodge, No, 484, Ancient Free and Accepted 
Masons, in which he has a fifty-year member- 
ship. He is also active in the York and Scot- 
tish Rite bodies of the Masonic order. Polj- 
tically Mr. Danks is a Democrat. Strong 
physically and in constant good health, Mr, 
Danks, despite his advance into the eigth de- 
cade of his life, is seldom absent from his 
desk at the bank, except when he takes his 
annual vacation. He igs outstanding not only 
in his business but in his civic and publie life, 


ROBERT C. SOLOMON 
A name long identified with leadership ac- 
tivities and initative in the opening and 
working of new fields in Illinois, has been 
that of the Solomon family of Springfield, 
Illinois. 


Robert C, Solomon, Sr., orphaned at the 
age of eight, was raised by strangers until 
he was eighteen years old. At this time, he 
went to work asa coal miner for the Spring- 
field, Illinois Cooperative Coal Company. With 
his savings Solomon eventually bought stock 
in the Cooperative Mine. He and another 
miner later left their jobs at the Company, 
and went to the south side of Springfield, 
where they -became Partners and purchased 
& mine which they named the Black Diamond 
Coal Mine. 


In 1900 Mr. Solomon bought out his Dart- 
ner. It was about then that four of his sons, 
Peter, George, Robert C. and Edward, joined 
their father in coal mining. They operated 
the Black Diamond Mine for four years, which 
they then sold to the Springfield Distria 
Coal Mining Company. This first Black Dia 
mond Mine was located at the junction of the 
Wabash and Alton Railroads one mile south 
of Springfield. In 1904 the father and sons 
opened a new mine two miles south of Au 
burn, which they also named the Black Dia. 
mond Coal Company. The four brothers work 
ed and managed every department of the min. 
ing company. In 1908 the Solomons bought 
their third mine, the Cora Coal Mine, located 
six miles north of Springfield. In 1911 Rob. 
ert C. Solomon, Sr., died, leaving the four 
sons to continue operation and management 
of the Black Diamond and Cora Mines. In 
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1916 they sola their second and third mines 
to the Peabody Coal Company, 

In 1917 the Solomons organized the Panth- 
er Creek Coal Company, thus starting its 
development by sinking shaft No. 1 two miles 
north of Auburn. In the next few years, they 
purchased other mines as follows: 1925, Lin- 
coln Park Mine, which Was renamed Panther 
Creek No. 2; 1927, Spring Creek Coal Com- 
pany and the West End Coal Company mines 
were incorporated as Panther Creek mines 
No. 3 and No, 4, respectively; 1928, Spring- 
field Cooperative Coal Company mine, the 
mine originally worked by Robert C. Solomon 
Sr., became Panther Creek Mine No. 5, 

Upon the death of George W. in 1939, Rob- 
ert C. Solomon became president of the Panth- 
er Creek Mining Company. He Was born in 
Springfield on July 28, 1882, and was edu- 
cated in the grade and high schools of the 
capital. After spending two years at the 
Springfield High School, he attended a busi- 
ness school for another two years. Mr, Solo- 
mon married Florence Larson in Springfield 
in 1917. Mrs, Solomon, a native of Moline, 
Illinois, is one of Springfield’s Many active 
women. They have three children—Florence, 
born in 1921, graduate of the University of 
Wisconsin, and now the wife of Dr. William 
Smiles and mother of three children; Mary 
Louise, born in 1927, graduate of the UWni- 
versity of Illinois, now Mrs, John C. Kanberg 
and residing in Springfield; and Robert L., 
born in 1931, now attending the University 
of Illinois. 

Mr. Solomon operates the Solomon Grind- 
ing Service—a Somewhat related business to 
mining, which grinds many ores and mine 
minerals for use in the making of paints, 
cattle feeds, and mortar colors, 

Mr. Soiomon is active in Masonry, being a 
member of the Knights Templer and Shrine, 
He worships in the Grace Lutheran Church, 
He is one of the top figures in the coal in- 
dustry of Central Illinois. 


HARRY ODELL POPE 


Member of a family which has made a con- 
tribution to Illinois life since the early part 
of the nineteenth century, Harry Odell Pope 
of DuQuoin in Perry County has in various 
Ways maintained the family tradition of serv- 
ice. Formerly president of the Pope Shoe and 
Clothing Company, Ine, of DuQuoin, he is 
now operator of the H. O. Pope Agency, a real 
estate and insurance business in that com- 
munity. For a score of years he has been a 
leading figure in the Boy Scout movement in 
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Southern Illinois and is now secretary of the 
DuQuoin Council, Boy Scouts of America, a 
unit embracing fifteen Southern Illinois coun- 
ties. He has also aided development and cul- 
ture and promoted the spiritual life through 
influential activity in the Rotary Club of Du- 
Quoin and the Presbyterian Church. He is a 
charter member and former president and sec- 
retary of the Rotary Club of DuQuoin and 
also belongs to the Business Men’s Organiza- 
tion of DuQuoin. 

Born in DuQuoin on November 8, 1876, 
Mr. Pope is the son of the late Benjamin 
Franklin and Deborah (Dickerson) Pope. 
There were four other children—Dr. Rolla 
D. Pope, now deceased; Beulah B. Pope, also 
deceased; Francis E. Pope, now with the 
Federal Credit Corporation in Washington, 
D. C., and Karl D. Pope, now residing in Long 
Beach, California. Harry Pope was born 
fourth among the five children. His father, a 
native of Zeigler, Franklin County, moved to 
DuQuoin in 1856 and established the first 
store there. He was a Republican active in 
public affairs. His father was Dr. Benjamin 
W. Pope, also a native of Illinois, a medical 
man of the era of the “saddle bag doctor.” 
Deborah Dickerson Pope, born in Ohio, was 
a sister of President Warren Gamaliel Hard- 
ing’s mother. Her family settled in Marion, 
Ohio, a community made famous by the Repub- 
lican president and publisher. 


Harry Odell Pope attended the public schools 
of DuQuoin and completed his education with 
a course at the Spencerian Business College 
of Washington, D. C., from which he was 
graduated in 1899. He then came to DuQuoin 
and entered the mercantile establishment 
founded by his father in 1856. This firm was 
originally called Pope and Company, but the 
name was later changed to the Pope Shoe 
and Clothing Company, Inc., and of this firm 
Harry Pope was president for many years. He 
and his brother operated it until 1937. In that 
year Harry Pope entered the real estate and 
insurance business, establishing a general 
agency known today as the H. O. Pope Agency. 
This is one of the most successful organiza- 
tions in its dual field in Southern Illinois. 

Mr. Pope in August, 1902, married Lily T. 
Painter, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. S. K. 
Painter of DuQuoin. Her father was general 
agent at DuQuoin for the Illinois Central 
Railroad. Mrs. Pope, educated in New York 
state and St. Louis, has been a prominent 
musie teacher since 1918. She now has about 
forty-five students. She has played the organ 
and the piano for the Presbyterian Church in 
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DuQuoin since she was twelve years 3 
Pope is also active in the church, of \ 

he became a member in 1917. He is now ¢ 
ing on its board of elders. Gardening— 
cially the growing of flowers—is his hob } 


STEPHEN DEXTER DOLE 


Stephen Dexter Dole was the first of his 
name to settle in Coles County and he was not 
only one of the early farmers but also the 
partner in the operation of the firs 
company. Also he was one of the f. 
of Mattoon itself—today the biggest « 
munity in the county. 















Born at Bedford, New Hampshire, on De- 
cember 23, 1813, Mr. Dole was the son of 
Enoch and Harriett Pauline (Dexter) Dole, 
and moved with his family to Rossville, Ohio, 
in 1819, and to Terre Haute, Indiana, in 
1822. He attended private schools at Terre 
Haute, one of them operated by Mrs. Mat- 
thew Riddle, his aunt. With his brothers he 
then engaged in various businesses. They 
took grain on flat boats down the Mi 
to New Orleans and brought back sugar. 

In 1849 Stephen Dole bought his Whitley 
Point Farm at Mattoon, where he established 
his home. His sister, Sarah Ann Dole, came 
from Terre Haute, Indiana, to keep house for 
him until his marriage. This farm is still in 
the possession of his granddaughter, Emily 
Dole Oblinger, a leader in Coles County’s 
civic and social life, whose career is described 
in the story of her father, Daniel Harry Ob- 
linger, on other pages of this Illinois Edition 
of the Library of American Lives. A brother. 
Joseph Collie Dole, joined Stephen at Mattoon 
in 1853 and the firm of S. D. and J. C. Dole 
was formed. This firm bought a large tract 
of land northwest of the present site of Mat- 
toon, paying the Government $1.25 an acre. 
At that time the country was covered with 
tall prairie grass and was without fences. 
Under their care the farms were improved 
and the Dole family was known throughout 
this part of the country for thrift, earnest- 
ness and honor. Perhaps no name is written 
more often in the transferring of property 
and looking up abstracts than the name of 
“Dole”. 

The brothers became extensive farmers and 
stock raisers. During the Civil War they con- 
tracted with the Government for the use of 
one of their farms for the corralling of dis- 
abled war horses. This farm is stil] known 
as the Corral Farm. Stephen Dole installed 
seales on his farm and it became the local 
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fel, born at Tuscola on September 21, 1940, 
and James Ray, H, born at Mattoon on April 
6, 1948. The family resides at 921 Charleston 
Avenue and worships at the Central Com- 
munity Church, Mattoon. Mr. Livesay is a 
trustee of this church. 

He is a member of the Mattoon Hospital 
Committee, the Mattoon Civic Traffic Com- 
mittee and other groups. His organizations 
include Rotary, the Masonic order and High 
12 Club, the Radio Executives Club of New 
York, the American Legion and the Mattoon 
Country Club. Still and motion picture pho- 
tography, flying and big game hur ing are 
his favorite recreations. He holds a private 
pilot license and owns a private plane. As the 
Mattoon daily paper said in an article about 
him, “Mr. Livesay’s sincere efforts to direct 
the facilities of WLBH so as to render the 
greatest possible service to the people of this 
community is a token of his deep appreciation 
for the fine way you have received and ac- 
cepted your local radio service.” 


JOSEPH THOMAS CLANCY 


In population Champaign County holds 
fourteenth place among Illinois’ one hundred 
two counties. Through the work of Sheriff 
Joseph Thomas Clancy, the county holds a 
considerably higher place than this in law en- 
forcement and freedom from crime. For Sher- 
iff Clancy, once a member of the Illinois 
State Highway Patrol, has applied modern, 
progressive methods to the enforcement of 
the law in Champaign County and has as a 
result won an important place for himself 
among the peace officers of the State and 
nation. He is active in civic life and in vet- 
erans affairs, being himself a Navy veteran 
of World War II. He is prominent in fra- 
ternal organizations. 

Sheriff Clancy was born in Tolono Twp., 
Champaign county on March 10, 1910, the 
son of Thomas and Margaret Catherine (Don- 
ovan) Clancy. Both parents are natives of 
Illinois aiso. The father, who achieved con- 
siderable prominence as a farmer, is now re- 
tired. 

Sheriff Clancy began his education in the 
public schools of Champaign County. He was 
graduated from the Champaign High School 
in 1927 and seven years later entered the 
University of Illinois School of Commerce. He 
was graduated in 1938 with the degree of Bach- 
elor of Science. At the university he took 
part in baseball and was on the freshman 
baseball squad. 


Immediately after obtaining his degree the 
future Sheriff became sales engineer for the 
Nelson Concrete Products Company. In 1941 
he resigned from this firm to accept an ap- 
pointment to the Illinois State Highway Pa- 
trol, in which he achieved the rank of Lieu- 
tenant. On March 16, 1944, he enlisted in the 
United States Navy, in which he was com- 
missioned a Lieutenant and with which he 
served until a few months after the end of 
World War II. He served in the Pacific 
Theater of Operations. 

Upon his separation from the service, Mr. 
Claney returned to his native Champ 
County, where he had been farmer, sales en- 
gineer, police officer and prominent citi: 
On November 5, 1946, he was elected She 
of the county, and this is the office he holds 
today. His headquarters are in the court house 
at Urbana, the county seat. His home and 
that of his family is in the Sheriff's yr 
dence adjoining the Champaign County 
in Urbana. 

Sheriff Clancy married Alberta Brandon 
at Fairmont, Illinois, on November 25, 193 
They have become the parents of two sons— 
Joseph Brandon Clancy, who was born on 
February 13, 1941, and Edward Lee Clancy, 
who was born on June 12, 1943. Mrs. Clancy 
is active in women’s club work in Urbana. 

The Sheriff is a member of the Illinois 
Sheriffs Association, the American Legion, 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars, the Amvets; 
the Urbana Lodge, Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks, No. 991. He is a Republican 
and worships in St. Patrick’s Roman Catholic 
Church, Urbana. Hunting, fishing and golf 
are his favorite recreations. For golf he 
belongs to the Urbana Country Club. 

Sheriff Clancy may not have the friendship 
of the law-breaking element in Champaign 
County, but he has the affection and respect 
of the law abiding community. 
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CLYDE A. BROWN 

A leading figure in Pinckneyville, seat of 
Perry County, and the county as a whole, 
Clyde A. Brown is known throughout South 
ern Illinois. He is a man whose reputa 
has been established not only through business 
success but through the movements he has 
led for the improvement and development of 
the county. The growth of industry and 
general physical betterment of the communi- 
ties was stimulated by his leadership, and 
he is also known for his wartime and health 
and welfare work. Since 1924 Mr. Brown has 
been the operator of the Brown Chevrolet 
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Company, Chevrolet and Oldsmobile dealers at 
Pinckneyville. 

Born at Cutler, Perry County, on Decem- 
ber 9, 1890, Mr. Brown is the son of David 
and Ellen Jane (McClure) Brown. His father, 
also born in Perry County, was a farmer. His 
father was Allen Brown, a native of Glasgow, 
Seotland, who after coming to America be- 
came a prominent contractor, house builder 
and landholder near Cutler. His original 640 
acres are still in the family. Ellen Jane 
Brown’s family came from South Carolina. 
She herself was born in Perry County. Clyde 
Brown is the oldest of four children, the 
others being Ethel, Grace and Mayme. 

Mr. Brown received his education in ele- 
mentary schools at Cutler and in the high 
school at Sparta, and then went to work in 
the experimental room of the John Deere 
Plow Company at Moline, where he was a 
mechanic. After two years with the John 
Deere Company Mr. Brown in 1910 returned 
to Cutler and there was employed in a gro- 
cery store owned by F. M. Norton. After- 
wards he spent two years working with his 
father in a meat market and grocery, also at 
Cutler. When he left his father, he became 
general manager of a lumber and construc- 
tion business at Percy, Illinois. This was 
owned by his father-in-law. In 1924 Mr. 
Brown began operations under the Chevrolet 
and Oldsmobile franchise at Pinckneyville. 
His firm, Brown Chevrolet Company, has 
grown to the stage where it employs eight 
persons. Besides a large volume of sales, 
Mr. Brown does a big business in repairs. 

On November 4, 1913, at Percy, Mr. Brown 
married Carrie M. Davis, the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Davis of that commu- 
nity. They worship in the First Presbyterian 
Church of Pinckneyville and both are active 
socially in the county seat. 

Mr. Brown has been prominently associated 
with numerous organizations and civic pro- 
grams. He was president of the Pinckneyville 
Chamber of Commerce for five years, during 
which time the town became the site of a 
garment factory, attracted by the efforts of 
the chamber, and also went through extensive 
developments, such as street paving. Politics 
is Mr. Brown’s hobby. An outstanding Re- 
publican in Perry County, he is now a pre- 
cinct committeeman at Pinckneyville. He has 
participated in War Bond and Savings Bond 
drives and in Red Cross activities and is a 
prominent Mason, being also a Shriner. In 
addition, he belongs to the DuQuoin Lodge, 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and 
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the Pinckneyville Aerie, Fraternal Order of 
Eagles. He was a member of the Rotary 
Club of Pinckneyville several years. Hunting 
is his favorite sport. Progress has been accel- 
erated in Perry County under the leadership 
of Clyde A. Brown. 


HON. JOHN MILTON (Brother) BURNS 


The third generation of the Burns family 
to own and operate a feed business estab- 
lished at Sparta, Randolph County, around 
1880, John Milton Burns has not only built 
that business—the Burns Feed and Produce 
Company— into an institution famed in South- 
ern Illinois but made himself a leading figure 
in the civie life and public affairs of that 
region. His service to Sparta has been of 
such character as to bring him the office of 
Mayor, to which he was named when he was 
only twenty-eight years old. His administra- 
tion has brought the community numerous 
progressive developments. 

Mayor Burns was born in Sparta on August 
21, 1918, the son of Alvin Howard and Kath- 
rine Mildred (Douglas) Burns and the grand- 
son of John S. Burns. It was the grand- 
father, a native of Randolph County and 
originally a farmer and mule trader, who 
first established and operated what is today 
called the Burns Feed and Produce Company. 
Alvin Howard Burns, also a native of Ran- 
dolph County, has been in business in Sparta 
most of his life. For years he operated the 
feed business now owned by his son. He 
now gives all his time to another business, 
the Burns Wholesale Grocery Company, which 
operates in a territory with a radius of twen- 
ty miles of Sparta and does a million-dollar 
volume annually. He is also active in public 
affairs, having served as Commissioner of 
Streets in Sparta for four years, and is one 
of the leading figures in the Rotary Club, 
the Chamber of Commerce, the Masonic fra- 
ternity, the Knights of Pythias, Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows and other organiza- 
tions. The Mayor’s mother is the daughter 
of Frank S. and Lula Douglas of Chester. 

Mayor Burns, the second of four children, 
attended Sparta’s elementary and high 
schools. When he was sixteen years old, and in 
his junior year at high school, he left school 
to take over the management of the Burns 
Feed and Produce Company from his father. 
He had worked in that business from the 
time he was thirteen years of age. He is 
now its sole owner. The company handles a 
full line of feeds, chickens, eggs, produce, 
fertilizer, paint and hardware and serves 
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nearly all of Randolph County, operating an 
elevator which is certified to store Govern- 
ment corn and grain. It employs eight per- 
sons. 

On September 25, 1932, Mr. Burns married 
Hannah Laura Smart, the daughter of Samuel 
and Lily Smart of Randolph County. Three 
children have been born to the marriage— 
Milton Roger, on December 30, 1933; George 
S., on May 24, 1935, and Patricia L., on Feb- 
ruary 9, 1937. 

Mayor Burns’ public service began chiefly 
in his activities as a member of such civic 
organizations as the Lions and Rotary Clubs, 
to which he no longer belongs; the Knights 
of. Pythias, the Chamber of Commerce, the 
Masonic order, the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows and the Fraternal Order of Eagles. 
Then he was made Commissioner of Finance, 
a post he occupied five years. In 1941 he 
was elected Mayor of Sparta, and since then 
he has done many things for the city. He 
was instrumental in the establishment of a 
public library and for installing sewers and 
water systems in the Henderson Addition and 
having the Addition incorporated in the city 
of Sparta. Also, he was responsible for in- 
ducing the Spartan Publishing and Printing 
Company to establish its plant, employing 125, 
in Sparta. He is president of the Sparta Cem- 
etery Board and since the age of twelve has 
been active in the United Presbyterian Church 
of Sparta. Mayor Burns is regarded as one 
of the most progressive individuals in the re- 
gion. 


HONORABLE PAUL W. POORMAN 

As Postmaster of Mattoon since the early 
days of the administration of the late Presi- 
dent Franklin Delano Roosevelt, the Honor- 
able Paul W. Poorman has had opportunity 
to assist not only that city but all of Coles 
County and the surrounding area to continue 
on a path of great growth and progress. Post- 
master Poorman has taken advantage of this 
opportunity, and earned for himself the re- 
spect and gratitude of all the people. He is 
former president and treasurer of the Mat- 
toon Grocery Company, Inc., which he found- 
ed, and is a leader in the Democratic Party 
and in conservation activities. 

Born on the Poorman family farm in Hum- 
boldt Township, Coles County, in 1886, Mr. 
Poorman is the son of William Allison and 
Sarah Ann (Wamsley) Poorman. His father, 
born in 1842, was the first male white child 
born in that township and became a prominent 
farmer. He was the son of John W. Poorman, 
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who emigrated from Clinton County, Pennsy!- 
vania, to the west side of Coles County in 
1836. He was a farmer and livestock breeder. 
The Postmaster’s mother, born in Adams 
County, Ohio, came to Illinois in an ox-drawn 
covered wagon in 1855, when she was six 
years old. Her family settled on a farm next 
to the Poorman’s. 

The future Postmaster attended Humboldt’s 
grade schools and the Mattoon High School, 
after which he went to the University of Ihi- 
nois Preparatory School and spent two years 
in the agricultural classes of the university 
itself. When he left school Mr. Poorman went 
West and for a short time was employed at 
Portland, Oregon. Then he returned to Illi- 
nois, and engaged in farming and stockrais- 
ing on the home place. In 1911, he purchased 
a grain elevator at Humboldt, and this he 
operated successfully for the next eleven years. 
In 1922 he disposed of this property and with 
his family went to Texas to investigate some 
Jand holdings of his parents. He and the 
family remained in Houston and Galveston 
about a year, after which they returned to 
Coles County. It was at this time that he 
organized the Mattoon Grocery Company, Inc., 
serving as its president and treasurer until 
1934. In these years he had proved his pub- 
lic interest in many ways, and he had, of 
course, held a number of village and town- 
ship offices. Since the days when his grand- 
father broke with the Whigs in 1836 and be- 
came a Democrat, the family has belonged to 
that party. The Postmaster has himself been 
a leading figure in the organization in Coles 
County for years. In 1934, on the recom- 
mendation of Congressman D. C. Dobbins, he 
was appointed Postmaster of Mattoon, and 
has since held that office. When he took over, 
the postal savings of the Mattoon Post Office 
totaled about $200,000. In the years since 
Mr. Poorman became Postmaster they have 
risen to more than $1,500,000. The flow of 
mail and parcel post has increased in the 
same proportions. Mr. Poorman was vice- 
president of the First National Bank of Hum- 
boldt, Illinois, from 1940 to 1945. 


Postmaster Poorman married Mary Danner, 
youngest daughter of J. Danner and Mary 
(MeNutt) Danner of Humboldt, in 1911. Mrs. 
Poorman is active in the affairs of the Central 
Community Church of Mattoon and the city’s 
social life. There are three children—Wil- 
liam Allison Poorman, born in 1912, who mar- 
ried Mary Ellen Shoaff of Shelbyville and is 
the father of Peter Gregory Poorman; Mar- 
gery Louise, born in 1916, now Mrs. Jack 
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flowers much of the beauty, inspiration and 
stimulation there is in life itself. Robert L. 
Abbott, who is a World War II veteran, is 
active in Champaign’s civie and business life 
and in church circles as well as in the florist 
trade. 


He was born in Marion County, Illinois, on 
July 13, 1925. His father, S. C, Abbott, born 
in Craig County, Virginia, is the subject of a 
separate biography in this Illinois history. 
His mother is Annie F. (Wells) Abbott, the 
daughter of Samuel P. and Luvenia B. Wells. 

tobert Abbott went through grammar and 
junior high school before entering Champaign 
High School, from which he was graduated 
in 1943. At high school he was active in 
dramatics. He did some college study at the 
University of Ulinois and in 1946 joined his 
father in the firm of S. C. Abbott and Son, 
Florists, at 1501 North Prospect Avenue, 
Champaign. He attended the Floral Design- 
ing Schools in Chicago. He is a member of 
the Optimist Club of Champaign-Urbana, the 
Champaign Chamber of Commerce, Travelers 
Protective Association and an officer of Ili- 
nois Unit of Telegraph Delivery Service. From 
June, 1944, to June, 1946, Mr. Abbott was 
with the United States Navy and since his 
Separation from the active service has been 
in the Naval Reserve. Golf, swimming, boat- 
ing and ice skating are his chief diversions. 

On June 7, 1947, Mr. Abbott married Doro- 
thy L. Spencer, daughter of Miles M. and 
Renatha A. Spencer. The ceremony took place 
in Champaign. Mrs. Abbott, who is a nativ 
of that city, was graduated from the Univers- 
ity of Illinois in 1947, and, elected to Alpha 
Phi Sorority, now belongs to its alumnae 
group. She is active in the health and welfare 
agencies of Champaign and Urbana as a 
volunteer and teaches in the Sunday Schooi 
of the First Methodist Church of Champaign, 
She is a member of the Order of the Eastern 
Star. Mr. Abbott is now also a member of the 
First Methodist Church. Before his marriage 
he worshipped in the Baptist Church. The 
Abbotts reside at 1505 North Prospect Ave- 
nue, Champaign, 





One of the active young business men of 
the Champaign-Urbana area who are devoting 
themselves to the development of the entire 
county, he is rapidly winning a position of 
sreat prestige in the community, 


HON. JOHN CHARLES NIESING 


Many of the innovations and developments 
at Pinckneyville, seat of Perry County, may 
be traced to the leadership of the Honorable 
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John Charles Niesing. By unremitting effort, 
he brought paved streets to the city in place 
of the old cinder paths—not to mention paved 
roads outside the community—and he is the 
originator in the city of the annual Hallowe'en 
celebration which is community-wide. The en- 
tire county has profited from his activities. 
Mr. Niesing has served five generations of 
Pinckneyville and Perry County citizens 
through his clothing. business, known as the 
J. C. Niesing Store. 

Mr. Niesing was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
in 1873, the son of Joseph Niesing, a cc 
miner who was drowned in a coal mine ne: 
Pinckneyville in 1880. The body of the miner, 
who was a native of Boston and had moved 
his family, with his one-year-old son John to 
Perry County in 1874, was not recovered untii 
1918. John Niesing’s mother was Tresa Kierst, 
a native of France, who came to the United 
States when a young girl. Her mother died on 
the ship enroute to the New World. John Nie- 
sing was born fifth among seven children. The 
oldest daughter, Mary, is still living; in 1949 
she celebrated her eighty-fourth birthday. 
The others, Tresa, Ella, Katie, Joseph ar 
Anna, are all deceased. i 

The Pinckneyville leader received his educa- 
tion in the publie schools of Perry County 
and the parochial schools of Pinckneyville. 
When he was twelve years old he went to 
work on a farm. In 1887 he hired out to Ed- 
ward Thorpe, a carriage maker, with whom he 
served an apprenticeship as a carriage painter 
until 1893. For four years more he was a 
bartender. In 1897 Mr. Niesing became a sales- 
clerk for the J. Solomon Clothing Store in 
Pinckneyville, remaining with that enterp: 
until 1905. Then, he and a man named Wil 
formed a partnership, launching a clothi 
business first called Wildy and Niesing. Mr. 
dy died in 1928, and since that time Mr. 
Niesing has been sole owner of the enterprise. 
He still does business in the original building, 
and has customers from every part of the 
county and beyond. 























Three years after establishing the business, 
Mr. Niesing married Florence Esther Ritcl 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. W. T. Ritchey 
Murphysboro. The actual marriage date w 
August 12, 1908. Mr. and Mrs. Niesing are 
the parents of one daughter, Frances Eliza- 
beth, now Mrs. H. W. Bishop and residing 
in St. Louis. 

When Mr. Niesing was president of the 
Pinckneyville Chamber of Commerce—he 
held this office for fourteen years, probably a 
record in chamber of commerce history—he 
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initiated the series of annual Hallowe’en cele- 
brations which continue to this day, a quar- 
ter of a century-after the first one. For twelve 
years Mr. Niesing was chairman of the board 
of directors of the Murphy-Wall State Bank 
in Pinckneyville. He has been a director of 
the Perry County Agricultural Society since 
1924 and he is a charter and lifetime member 
of the DuQuoin Lodge, No. 884, Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks. He has been a di- 
rector of the Rotary Club of Pinckneyville 
since 1944, In 1897, he served as a member 
of the City Board of Aldermen and since that 
time he has helped the city grow from cinder 
paths to paved streets. He was instrumental 
in bringing industries, including a shoe fac- 
tory, to the county seat. In the depression 
days, he served as chairman of the relief 
program for Perry County, under President 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt. Like the late 
President, he is a Democrat. His white hair 
and tall figure have come to represent in- 
fluence and progress in the community, where 
he is greatly admired and respected. 





ROBERT G. SMITH 

A native of Coles County, Robert G Smith 
has devoted his life to farming and to the 
development of that county, especially its 
rural areas. He is credited with an exceptional 
contribution to Illinois’ Agriculture. A large- 
seale operator in the cattle-feeding phases of 
agriculture, Mr. Smith has also served the 
nation through his work with the Coles 
‘ounty Board of Supervisors and his mem- 
‘ship and chairmanship of the Coles 
ty Agricultural Adjustment Administra- 
Committee. 

Mr. Smith's birth occurred on November 2, 
1889, in the very township in which he now 
makes his home and livelihood—North Okaw. 
Nis father, Thomas Irwin Smith, also a native 
that township, was also a farmer. He was 
* son of Harrison Smith, a native of Ten- 
ee, and Mary A. (Osborne) Smith, a 
ve of Ohio, who were pioneer settlers in 
nois and who were among the early de- 
vers of the state’s agriculture. Robert G. 
“s mother was Belle (Gray) Smith, the 
ter of George W. and Mary E. Gray, and 
was born in Humboldt Township. Mr. 
began his education in the Smith 
ol in Coles County and after being grad- 
ed (eighth grade), he attended the normal 
col at Danville, Indiana, In his youth 

Smith joined his father in the operation 
the 
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years—Mr, uth has been feeding Aberdeen 
Angus cattle and he has a hundred and sixty 
(160) acre farm of his own in North Okaw 
Township. He is one of the leading figures 
in the cattle-feeding industry, 

On February 1, 1911, at nearby Mattoon, 
Mr. Smith married Shella Mae Hunt, the 
daughter of Madison and Emma Hunt of 
North Okaw, Illinois. A son and daughter 
have been born to them—Robert Irwin Smith, 
who married Mae June Hulbert and they are 
the parents of Mary Ellis Hulbert Smith; 
Virginia Hunt Smith, who is now Mrs. Ross 
J. Hogue and the mother of Sharon Kristine 
Hogue. The address of the Smith farm is 
Rural Route No. 1, Mattoon. Mrs. Smith is 
a charter member of the Coles County Home 
Bureau, in which she is still active. 

In his publie activities, Mr. Smith served 
on the Coles County Board of Supervisors 
for two terms and for fourteen years, was 
on the Agricultural Adjustment Administra- 
tion Committee, most of that time serving as 
chairman. He is actve in the Masonic Blue 
Lodge in Mattoon and the Consistory of the 
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite at Bloom- 
ington. In politics he is a Democrat. His 
hobbies include the breeding of Aberdeen 
Angus cattle, carpenter work and _ baseball.. 
Mr. Smith is described as five feet nine inches 
tali and heavy build, light complexioned with. 
gray hair. He wears glasses. His disposition, 
his friends and family say, is “good.” He 
is highly admired in the region for his ability 
and sincere interest in the publie welfare. 





BEN DWIGHT ROBINSON 

A name prominent in the agricultural lite 
of Edgar County, Ben Dwight Robinson of 
Kansas holds a major position anlong cattle 
feeders, operating on farms totaling 468 acres. 
He is recognized as one who has made a 
major contribution to the development of edu- 
cation in the area and is a leader in Metho- 
dist Chureh and temperance circles, 

Mr. Robinson was born on a farm south of 
Kansas, Edgar County, a few miles from his 
present residence, on February 15, 1901. His 
father, John William Robinson, a native of 
} ity, was a prominent farmer who was 
the first man to serve as president of the Ed- 
gar County Farm Bureau. He was also, for 
several years, a member of the Illinois Agri- 
cultural Asociation’s board of directors. His 
wife was Martha (Goble) Robinson, also of 
Edgar County, whose parents were Benjamin 
F. and Ann Goble. 
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